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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR CRIME AND PUNISHMENT                     
PART I

1.  What does Raskolnikov's removal of himself from life and the real world indicate about him?

2.  Summarize the conversation between Marmeladov and Raskolnikov in the tavern.

3.  Comment on the content of Pulcheria's letter and Raskolnikov's reaction to it.  What is his view of Dunya's marriage?

4.  What is Raskolnikov s dream and how is it significant to his situation?

5.  What is Raskolnikov's reflection on criminals?   How is it appropriate to what is going on in his mind?

6.  Part I ends with the murder.  What is the effect of Lizaveta's murder on Raskolnikov?  Why?

PART II

7.  Comment on the turmoil that Raskolnikov experiences regarding the blood-stained sock and his four day delirium.

8.  Describe Luzhin as Dostoyevsky introduces him.  What do you think irritates Raskolnikov? Give specific description.

9.  Explain in your own words Luzhin's rationale for self-interest.  What is your opinion of it?

10.  What do we learn about Raskolnikov from his conversation with Zametov in the restaurant?  Include in your comment his immediate responses to Razumikhin.

11.  Is there a significance to Raskolnikov's witnessing the attempted suicide?  How, in other words, does this scene fit with what is happening to Raskolnikov?

12.  Why does Raskolnikov become involved with the death of Marmeladov?  Describe his behavior as he watches the events of their home and his reaction as he leaves.  He had intended to go to the police station for confession.  Why doesn't he?

PART III

13.  What kind of a man do we think Razumikhin is from the interview with Pulcheria and Dunya?  How do Dunya and her mother come across?

14.  How is the second scene with Raskolnikov and his mother and sister an excellent example of the difference between the thoughts of an individual and his exterior façade?  Find one sentence that illustrates this characteristic of Dostoyevsky's style.  (He, by the way, experimenting with the interior dialogue, gives first examples of what later becomes stream-of-consciousness point of view.)  Continue your reply to the behavior of Raskolnikov when he and Razhumin are entering Porfiry Petrovitch's home.

15. What does Razumikhin think about the socialist explanation of the cause of the crime?  "If society is normally organized,  all crime will cease at once."  

PART IV

16.  Why does Svidrigailov make such comments to Raskolnikov as "We are birds of a feather," and "There is something about me you like"?  At this point, is there anything about Svidrigailov that you like?

17.  Why does Luzhin become so offended during the interview with the Raskolnikov family?  Why does Luzhin want Dunya even more after she rejects him?  (WOW!  - the games people play! - even back then!!)

18.  What is the significance of Raskolnikov's bidding his relatives farewell?  Why does Raskolnikov want to hear the story of Lazarus?

19.  Note details of how Porfiry works on Raskolnikov during the interview in Porfiry’s office.  What is the effect of Nikolay's confession?

PART V

20.  Do you agree with Lebeziatnikov's contention that the "honorable, useful work" like cleaning out a cesspool is better than the work of a great painter or writer?  Why or why not?

21.  Notice how the author points up the traumatic character of the murder of Lizaveta on Raskolnikov‘s mind by having him see her face in Sonia's.  What best shows us Sonia's beautiful character?

PART VI

22.  Why does Porfiry talk at such length about the proof that psychology of the painter's (Nicolay's) guilt? i.e.  Why does Nicolay make such an outrageous confession?  (creepy)

23.  What sort of man does Svidrigailov reveal himself to be in his conversation with Raskolnikov?  In spite of being the villain, does he evoke any sympathy?

24.  Is it out of character for Dunya to have brought a gun to the meeting with Svidrigailov?

25.  What is the important feature of Raskolnikov's musing to himself after he leaves his mother and sister?

EPILOGUE

26.  The Epilogue has been called the poorest part of Crime and Punishment.  What justification can be found for this argument?

Prepare to answer the following question:  If you were sitting on a jury today, and were privy to the evidence revealed in this novel, how would you vote?  Justify your decision.

