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Heart of Darkness Part Three
Joseph Conrad
Each detail to which your attention is drawn by the Study Guide is part of the puzzle of Heart of Darkness. It is important to notice the details, to ponder them, to see how patterns repeat themselves, and to see how the pieces fit together. Marlow’s journey and your reading about the journey require alertness, discipline, patience, and a willingness to look for what is not immediately apparent. 
1. “…I assure you that never, never before, did this land, this river, this jungle, the very arch of this blazing sky, appear to me so hopeless and so dark, so impenetrable to human thought, so pitiless to human weakness.” This passage is an example of pathetic fallacy. Explain.

2. Describe Kurtz’s behavior with the natives.

3. Marlow says the heads on poles outside Kurtz’s house “…showed that Mr. Kurtz lacked restraint in the gratification of his various lusts, that there was something wanting in him…” Discuss this passage in the context of Conrad’s sense of right and wrong.

4. Discuss the complications with removing Kurtz from the natives.

5. Describe Kurtz’s “wild and gorgeous apparition with removing Kurtz from the natives.

6. At the end of the novel, we meet Kurtz’s intended. How does she contrast with the native lover?

7. Find the description of the painting by Kurtz left behind in the jungle in Part One. How does this painting reveal his feelings for the Intended?

8. Describe the circumstances surrounding the death of Kurtz. What are his final words? Who is present at his death? What significant details of his life has he revealed to Marlow before his death?

9. What is the condition of Marlow’s health after his experiences in the “heart of darkness”? How are his perceptions of life in England changed by his illness?

10. “…I felt so sure they could not possibly know the things I knew.” What is the nature of Marlow’s initiation? 

