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Heart of Darkness Part Two
Joseph Conrad
Each detail to which your attention is drawn by the Study Guide is part of the puzzle of Heart of Darkness. It is important to notice the details, to ponder them, to see how patterns repeat themselves, and to see how the pieces fit together. Marlow’s journey and your reading about the journey require alertness, discipline, patience, and a willingness to look for what is not immediately apparent. 
1. According to the conversation Marlow overhears between the manager and his nephew, how did Kurtz send a load of ivory to the station? Be very specific.

2. What does the manager report about Kurtz’s health?

3. Describe the bad news Marlow hears about the Eldorado Expedition?

4. How long was the trip down the Congo to Kurtz’s station?

5. What was of great concern to Marlow on the journey?

6. What details are reported about the cannibals aboard Marlow’s steamboat?

7. “We penetrated deeper and deeper into the heart of darkness” refers to what?

8. Examine very carefully the long paragraph beginning, “The earth seemed unearthly.” What does Marlow say about the relationship between truth and the choices a man makes for good and evil?

9. Describe the fireman aboard the boat.

10. What message does Marlow find at the abandoned hut?

11. Describe the book Marlow finds and how he felt about it.

12. What three reasons did the manager give Marlow for waiting until morning to approach Kurtz’s station?

13. In the morning, what conditions complicate the mission?

14. Marlow expresses admiration for the cannibals aboard the vessel. Explain his reasons for marveling at them.

15. What does Marlow say about restraint?

16. Describe with many details the unfortunate death of the helmsman.

17. What does Marlow do with his body? Why?

18. Describe the “harlequin” man.
19. What is the International Society for the Suppression of Savage Customs, and why is it mentioned in the novel?

20. What is the significance of this assessment of Kurtz: “You don’t talk with that man. You listen.”

21. Describe the “fence” in front of Kurtz’s house.

22. Find as many passages that discuss the “heart of darkness” as you can and write them below. 

